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AMSTERDAM-NOORD [NL]

Context  

Noord has its own unique atmosphere: uneven, raw, pure, with past-time 
industry, mixed with modern elements. It’s a place you can not find anywhere 
else. And there is the big paradox: the appeal of Noord as a scourge. And the 
fear that in no time this place will be a much too tight urban district through 
all that attention. The art is to delay the dulling developments as long as 
possible. To achieve this, it is important that we involve all users of the site, 
including those who have given color to this area but who are concerned about 
the future. A large part of Buiksloterham’s charme is the presence of small-
scale businesses, organically grown, without too much control. The culture of 
freedom and do it yourself. This plan will let them stay and let them decide.  

Goal 
To create a contagious model for responsible, affordable, desirable housing 
combining manufacturing and living, quite literally. This pocket neighborhood 
is designed around a common assembly floor where both worlds mingle. We 
aim to provide new encounters in an urban setting where there is space for 
adventure, creativity, freedom, fun and experimentation. 
In this plan the inhabitants decide how their city looks like. The shape is not 
fixed and is even demountable. The environment is defined by the activities 
of life and not the other way round. We’re looking for ways not to capture 
everything in a master plan, but create strategies for organic growth and 
placemaking.

Urban strategy 
 
Make clear ‘zones’ and places, strengthen identity (expand almost), do not 
want to make everything the same, but enhance the differences. The strange 
contradiction and proximity of ‘the other’ is quite the attractive. How?  

• Create no-car zones to maximize outside living space
• Add a small scale network of streets and buildings
• Compact defined public space
• Variation in outer space and visual variation
• High density of buildings
• Mixing different functions for different audiences
• Weatherproof and green environment
• Space for self-organization
• Differentiated transitions between public and private

Basic design principles 
• Add a delicate network of streets for new connections  
• Build a table on top of existing context allowing the current  

(and future) makers to stay, transform and possibly expand 
• Assert the rights of public amenity over private property interests 
• Using the table as a socioeconomic layer for shared Fab Labs, productivity 

places, storage, washing- and meeting rooms both for the inhabitants and 
the makers on the ground floor 

• Create a grid 3,4 x 3,4 enabling DIY growth within a framework 
• Set at growth formula (open -vs- closed)
• Let inhabitants choose how to stack and switch
• New view on / concept of zoning laws (municipality)

The project must 
• Built out of prefabricated products,  

locally (re)sourced and/or repurposed materials 
• Be inclusive and diverse 
• Foster innovation. community encouragement and collaboration
• Form friendships through repeated spontaneous contact in great public 

spaces, shared by many
• Provide lots of individual freedom 
• Create socially strong connected environments 
• Control circulair growth scenario’s

Technical details  
 
Existing businesses on the ground floor have their own unique edifice. Vertical 
rises provide stability. On top of the steel frame structure of the ‘assembly floor’ 
the housing grid is a simple construction which can be assembled easily and 
quickly by a few people.  

• Modular wood framing system based on a fixed grid 
• One engineered wood product (laminated veneer lumber) for the entire 

support structure: wall, floor and roof
• Dimensionally stable and load bearing timber beams
• Interlocking connections without screws
• Lightweight and flexible, easy and quick (re)assembly
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Add a shared table floor on top

Keep existing initiatives

Build new connections

Create a framework for growth
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FUTURE RESIDENTS

Susan, student health psychology and 
psychotherapy differentiation children and 
youth (alomst finished), keeps a regular blog 
on budget baking and is part of the Digital 
Advisory Board of her former high school in 
Amsterdam, shares her home with her sister, 
23 years old 

‘My mom was born in 1967. I remember both my parents busy and working 
while growing up. I graduated from an inner city high school that scorned 
household subjects ‘sexist’. Then I left the nest to go and study. Though I could 
speak Spanish, recite all the German names and their exceptions and figure out 
the volume of a cone, I couldn’t do laundry, change a tire, or sew on a button. I 
was educated, but fairly dumb. Since then I’ve taken it upon myself to learn the 
DIY skills I’d missed out on.’

Rinse aka ‘Mister Applesirop’, 
parttime professional trumpeter, surf 
instructor, bartender, mobile pop-up-
print-shop owner, studied industrial 
product design, born in Lisserbroek, 
33 years old 

‘I hate plastic stuff. Stuff in general, doesn’t make me happy. I don’t need much 
and only spend on ethical and sustainable brands. I love to help out others. 
Being sustainable and responsible is not about getting more, it’s about getting 
smarter about what we have. A lot of people think that this is a trend and 
they’re wrong. This is a generational shift based on values, and so, it’s going to 
take a generation for it to shift again. Aesthetic trends come and go, but value-
based trends, they have staying power.’ 

Tom, artist & technician, calls himself an 
independent inventor, hates made-in–China 
merchandise, has a large self-reliance  
(i.e. does not want to be told wat to do and 
what not to do), has been living in Noord all 
his life,  72 years old 

‘I grew up in the age of Tinker Toys and Meccano. Both were meant to inspire 
me to be a maker instead of a consumer. My first real tool was a wood-burning 
engraver that had such a short chord it was almost impossible to use. When I 
started using it, I burned myself more than once and nearly started a fire at the 
house. How in the world they sold this to kids in those days is now a mystery to 
me. I am what I make. My collection is displayed and for sale. But I do not create 
just for myself. My clients are my neighbours, and they often come back just for 
advice and bring coffee.’

Dalir, English speaking dentist, husband and 
father of 3 boys, makes the best Thai curry 
and loves to boot his boat and take friends 
on spontaneous tours through Amsterdam, 
originally from Iran, 45 years old 

‘My wife and I have a pretty hectic but structured life. Most days are spent 
between house, school, daycare and work. But we’ve got many to share it with. 
That’s how we make friends in this neighborhood: because we are, because 
of where we live and our daily activities, forced into regular contact with the 
same people. It is the natural soil out of which friendship grows. And we do 
everything by bike. That helps too.’ 

Target groups  
Designing through a lifetime, creating a fundamentally flexible structure for 
both millennials, singles or couples, families and older people. These are the 
inhabitants and their stories.
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CONCEPT

Inspiration 
For the planning of this neighbourhood we found the following sources of 
inspiration. Each of which have had their constrains and restrictions, the 
inspiration lies in the ideas inherited by their approaches on how to explore 
broader issues around production and the city, including the so-called sharing 
economy and network urbanism. There are interesting implications for the way 
we live together too, as well as the way we make decisions on how to develop 
our cities and how this all transforms the role of the designer.

Jean Prouvé: The power of prefabrication
His main achievement was transferring manufacturing technology from 
industry to architecture, without losing aesthetic qualities. The potential for 
mass production inspired Prouvé to develop and patent industrial products 
and even producing catalogues of standard models for hospitals, schools and 
offices, accidentally liberating their users from the designer. This made him a 
leader in the field of cheap, speedily built housing. His work philosophy includes 
knowledge of the materials at hand, a commitment to collaboration between 
artists and craftsmen and an attention to evolving technical development. His 
designs were readily accessible, forged links between art and industry, as well 
as between art and social consciousness. The Prouvé blend of avant-garde 
spirit and humanist concerns has lost none of its relevance today.  

Japanese Metabolism: 
Relational architecture and growth scenario’s 
An effort to reexamine the relationship between humans and the built 
environment. The name is its manifesto, ‘Their ideal is to design a city so 
flexible in its connections that its parts could grow and transform themselves 
and die while the whole animal went on living.’ (Kurokawa, 1977). They 
blended technology and natural processes to solve social problems. Among 
its many tenets, it sought to emphasise the concept of biological growth in 
architecture, that the city and its structures are living organisms developing 
together. Metabolists moved away from functional programming towards an 
architecture more focused on human association and mobility. Buildings were 
based on modular frameworks, allowing for the expansion and rearrangement 
of space to meet residents’ needs. Today architects still draw from the 
lessons of the Metabolists. Walls and floors dissolve into series of nesting and 
interlocking spaces, hybridized and instinctively interactive. These spaces seem 
even more relevant now as we move towards a culture that is increasingly 
relational. Architecture acts as a social network, morphing as we seek to shape 
the world around us.

Cedric Price:  
New role for designers and the planning professional 
Socialist architect Price explored architecture’s potential to nurture change, 
intellectual growth and social development rather than to offer a definitive 
aesthetic statement. Although he build little during a period when buildings 
were increasingly been seen as solid, long lasting investments, he influenced 
others with his flexible spaces for exchanging ideas and goods, and the 
movement of people from place to place. Central to his vision was the 
concept of ‘calculated uncertainty’ - the creation of temporary, adaptable 
structures that can be altered, transformed or demolished, serving the 
need of the moment. Planning, he believed, should switch from being 
‘curative to preventative’, setting limits rather than being didactic. Price 
rejected the traditional role of the architect as omniscient form-giver who 
creates lasting structures, promoting instead the concept of the ‘anticipatory 
architect’ who gives people the individual freedom to control and shape 
their own environment, allowing for obsolescence and complete changes 
of use throughout the life of a building. This is indicative of Price at his most 
democratic, iconoclastic, and delightful. By its very nature, his work was elusive, 
enticing and open-ended.

Constant Nieuwenhuys: Homo ludens
Inspired by the book Homo Ludens by Johan Huizinga artist Constant started 
to design models for cities with the playful and creative human being at the 
center; New Babylon. Here he envisioned a ‘world wide city for the future’, a 
new culture where land is owned collectively, work is fully automated and the 
need to work replaced with a nomadic life of creative play. New Babylon is 
inhabited by homo ludens, who, freed from labor, will not have to make art, for 
he can be creative in the daily practice of his life. In his words; ‘The project of 
New Babylon only intends to give the minimum conditions for a behaviour that 
must remain as free as possible. Any restriction of the freedom of movement, 
any limitation with regard to the creation of mood and atmosphere, has to be 
avoided. Everything has to remain possible, all is to happen, the environment 
has to be created by the activity of life, and not inversely.’
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fear that in no time this place will be a much too tight urban district through 
all that attention. The art is to delay the dulling developments as long as 
possible. To achieve this, it is important that we involve all users of the site, 
including those who have given color to this area but who are concerned about 
the future. A large part of Buiksloterham’s charme is the presence of small-
scale businesses, organically grown, without too much control. The culture of 
freedom and do it yourself. This plan will let them stay and let them decide.  

Goal 
To create a contagious model for responsible, affordable, desirable housing 
combining manufacturing and living, quite literally. This pocket neighborhood 
is designed around a common assembly floor where both worlds mingle. We 
aim to provide new encounters in an urban setting where there is space for 
adventure, creativity, freedom, fun and experimentation. 
In this plan the inhabitants decide how their city looks like. The shape is not 
fixed and is even demountable. The environment is defined by the activities 
of life and not the other way round. We’re looking for ways not to capture 
everything in a master plan, but create strategies for organic growth and 
placemaking.

Urban strategy 
 
Make clear ‘zones’ and places, strengthen identity (expand almost), do not 
want to make everything the same, but enhance the differences. The strange 
contradiction and proximity of ‘the other’ is quite the attractive. How?  

• Create no-car zones to maximize outside living space
• Add a small scale network of streets and buildings
• Compact defined public space
• Variation in outer space and visual variation
• High density of buildings
• Mixing different functions for different audiences
• Weatherproof and green environment
• Space for self-organization
• Differentiated transitions between public and private

Basic design principles 
• Add a delicate network of streets for new connections  
• Build a table on top of existing context allowing the current  

(and future) makers to stay, transform and possibly expand 
• Assert the rights of public amenity over private property interests 
• Using the table as a socioeconomic layer for shared Fab Labs, productivity 

places, storage, washing- and meeting rooms both for the inhabitants and 
the makers on the ground floor 

• Create a grid 3,4 x 3,4 enabling DIY growth within a framework 
• Set at growth formula (open -vs- closed)
• Let inhabitants choose how to stack and switch
• New view on / concept of zoning laws (municipality)

The project must 
• Built out of prefabricated products,  

locally (re)sourced and/or repurposed materials 
• Be inclusive and diverse 
• Foster innovation. community encouragement and collaboration
• Form friendships through repeated spontaneous contact in great public 

spaces, shared by many
• Provide lots of individual freedom 
• Create socially strong connected environments 
• Control circulair growth scenario’s

Technical details  
 
Existing businesses on the ground floor have their own unique edifice. Vertical 
rises provide stability. On top of the steel frame structure of the ‘assembly floor’ 
the housing grid is a simple construction which can be assembled easily and 
quickly by a few people.  

• Modular wood framing system based on a fixed grid 
• One engineered wood product (laminated veneer lumber) for the entire 

support structure: wall, floor and roof
• Dimensionally stable and load bearing timber beams
• Interlocking connections without screws
• Lightweight and flexible, easy and quick (re)assembly
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Structural floor with shared facilities

Ground floor with small-scale business

The grid - modular housing
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CONCEPT CROSS-SECTION

Susan, student health psychology and 
psychotherapy differentiation children and 
youth (alomst finished), keeps a regular blog 
on budget baking and is part of the Digital 
Advisory Board of her former high school in 
Amsterdam, shares her home with her sister, 
23 years old 

‘My mom was born in 1967. I remember both my parents busy and working 
while growing up. I graduated from an inner city high school that scorned 
household subjects ‘sexist’. Then I left the nest to go and study. Though I could 
speak Spanish, recite all the German names and their exceptions and figure out 
the volume of a cone, I couldn’t do laundry, change a tire, or sew on a button. I 
was educated, but fairly dumb. Since then I’ve taken it upon myself to learn the 
DIY skills I’d missed out on.’

Rinse aka ‘Mister Applesirop’, 
parttime professional trumpeter, surf 
instructor, bartender, mobile pop-up-
print-shop owner, studied industrial 
product design, born in Lisserbroek, 
33 years old 

‘I hate plastic stuff. Stuff in general, doesn’t make me happy. I don’t need much 
and only spend on ethical and sustainable brands. I love to help out others. 
Being sustainable and responsible is not about getting more, it’s about getting 
smarter about what we have. A lot of people think that this is a trend and 
they’re wrong. This is a generational shift based on values, and so, it’s going to 
take a generation for it to shift again. Aesthetic trends come and go, but value-
based trends, they have staying power.’ 

Tom, artist & technician, calls himself an 
independent inventor, hates made-in–China 
merchandise, has a large self-reliance  
(i.e. does not want to be told wat to do and 
what not to do), has been living in Noord all 
his life,  72 years old 

‘I grew up in the age of Tinker Toys and Meccano. Both were meant to inspire 
me to be a maker instead of a consumer. My first real tool was a wood-burning 
engraver that had such a short chord it was almost impossible to use. When I 
started using it, I burned myself more than once and nearly started a fire at the 
house. How in the world they sold this to kids in those days is now a mystery to 
me. I am what I make. My collection is displayed and for sale. But I do not create 
just for myself. My clients are my neighbours, and they often come back just for 
advice and bring coffee.’

Dalir, English speaking dentist, husband and 
father of 3 boys, makes the best Thai curry 
and loves to boot his boat and take friends 
on spontaneous tours through Amsterdam, 
originally from Iran, 45 years old 

‘My wife and I have a pretty hectic but structured life. Most days are spent 
between house, school, daycare and work. But we’ve got many to share it with. 
That’s how we make friends in this neighborhood: because we are, because 
of where we live and our daily activities, forced into regular contact with the 
same people. It is the natural soil out of which friendship grows. And we do 
everything by bike. That helps too.’ 

Target groups  
Designing through a lifetime, creating a fundamentally flexible structure for 
both millennials, singles or couples, families and older people. These are the 
inhabitants and their stories.

Mise en Place
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household subjects ‘sexist’. Then I left the nest to go and study. Though I could 
speak Spanish, recite all the German names and their exceptions and figure out 
the volume of a cone, I couldn’t do laundry, change a tire, or sew on a button. I 
was educated, but fairly dumb. Since then I’ve taken it upon myself to learn the 
DIY skills I’d missed out on.’

Rinse aka ‘Mister Applesirop’, 
parttime professional trumpeter, surf 
instructor, bartender, mobile pop-up-
print-shop owner, studied industrial 
product design, born in Lisserbroek, 
33 years old 

‘I hate plastic stuff. Stuff in general, doesn’t make me happy. I don’t need much 
and only spend on ethical and sustainable brands. I love to help out others. 
Being sustainable and responsible is not about getting more, it’s about getting 
smarter about what we have. A lot of people think that this is a trend and 
they’re wrong. This is a generational shift based on values, and so, it’s going to 
take a generation for it to shift again. Aesthetic trends come and go, but value-
based trends, they have staying power.’ 

Tom, artist & technician, calls himself an 
independent inventor, hates made-in–China 
merchandise, has a large self-reliance  
(i.e. does not want to be told wat to do and 
what not to do), has been living in Noord all 
his life,  72 years old 

‘I grew up in the age of Tinker Toys and Meccano. Both were meant to inspire 
me to be a maker instead of a consumer. My first real tool was a wood-burning 
engraver that had such a short chord it was almost impossible to use. When I 
started using it, I burned myself more than once and nearly started a fire at the 
house. How in the world they sold this to kids in those days is now a mystery to 
me. I am what I make. My collection is displayed and for sale. But I do not create 
just for myself. My clients are my neighbours, and they often come back just for 
advice and bring coffee.’

Dalir, English speaking dentist, husband and 
father of 3 boys, makes the best Thai curry 
and loves to boot his boat and take friends 
on spontaneous tours through Amsterdam, 
originally from Iran, 45 years old 

‘My wife and I have a pretty hectic but structured life. Most days are spent 
between house, school, daycare and work. But we’ve got many to share it with. 
That’s how we make friends in this neighborhood: because we are, because 
of where we live and our daily activities, forced into regular contact with the 
same people. It is the natural soil out of which friendship grows. And we do 
everything by bike. That helps too.’ 

Target groups  
Designing through a lifetime, creating a fundamentally flexible structure for 
both millennials, singles or couples, families and older people. These are the 
inhabitants and their stories.
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